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conferences are refused. The National
Mediation Board may proffer its serv-
ices in case any labor emergency is
found by it to exist at any time.

§ 1202.2 Interpretation of mediation
agreements.

Under section 5, Second, of title I of
the Railway Labor Act, in any case in
which a controversy arises over the
meaning or application of any agree-
ment reached through mediation, ei-
ther party to said agreement, or both,
may apply to the National Mediation
Board for an interpretation of the
meaning or application of such agree-
ment. Upon receipt of such request, the
Board shall, after a hearing of both
sides, give its interpretation within 30
days.

§ 1202.3 Representation disputes.
If any dispute shall arise among a

carrier’s employees as to who are the
representatives of such employees des-
ignated and authorized in accordance
with the requirements of the Railway
Labor Act, it is the duty of the Board,
upon request of either party to the dis-
pute, to investigate such dispute and
certify to both parties, in writing, the
name or names of individuals or orga-
nizations that have been designated
and authorized to represent the em-
ployees involved in the dispute, and to
certify the same to the carrier.

§ 1202.4 Secret ballot.
In conducting such investigation, the

Board is authorized to take a secret
ballot of the employees involved, or to
utilize any other appropriate method of
ascertaining the names of their duly
designated and authorized representa-
tives in such manner as shall insure
the choice of representatives by the
employees without interference, influ-
ence, or coercion exercised by the car-
rier.

§ 1202.5 Rules to govern elections.
In the conduct of a representation

election, the Board shall designate who
may participate in the election, which
may include a public hearing on craft
or class, and establish the rules to gov-
ern the election, or may appoint a com-
mittee of three neutral persons who
after hearing shall within 10 days des-

ignate the employees who may partici-
pate in the election.

§ 1202.6 Access to carrier records.

Under the Railway Labor Act the
Board has access to and has power to
make copies of the books and records
of the carriers to obtain and utilize
such information as may be necessary
to fulfill its duties with respect to rep-
resentatives of carrier employees.

§ 1202.7 Who may participate in elec-
tions.

As mentioned in § 1202.3, when dis-
putes arise between parties to a rep-
resentation dispute, the National Medi-
ation Board is authorized by the Act to
determine who may participate in the
selection of employees representatives.

§ 1202.8 Hearings on craft or class.

In the event the contesting parties or
organizations are unable to agree on
the employees eligible to participate in
the selection of representatives, and ei-
ther party makes application by letter
for a formal hearing before the Board
to determine the dispute, the Board
may in its discretion hold a public
hearing, at which all parties interested
may present their contentions and ar-
gument, and at which the carrier con-
cerned is usually invited to present fac-
tual information. At the conclusion of
such hearings the Board customarily
invites all interested parties to submit
briefs supporting their views, and after
considering the evidence and briefs, the
Board makes a determination or find-
ing, specifying the craft or class of em-
ployees eligible to participate in the
designation of representatives.

§ 1202.9 Appointment of arbitrators.

Section 5, Third, (a) of the Railway
Labor Act provides in the event medi-
ation of a dispute is unsuccessful, the
Board endeavors to induce the parties
to submit their controversy to arbitra-
tion. If the parties so agree, and the ar-
bitrators named by the parties are un-
able to agree upon the neutral arbitra-
tor or arbitrators, as provided in sec-
tion 7 of the Railway Labor Act, it be-
comes the duty of the Board to name
such neutral arbitrators and fix the
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